WATER  UNDER  THE  BRIDGES
received me before I left London, was particularly interested in the
Argentine, so I at once wrote to his Royal Highness describing the
scheme and suggesting that he might send us a telegraphic,message of
encouragement. I received his message and a donation of £25 just
one hour before addressing the three hundred or so volunteers who
were starting out the next morning to collect subscriptions from all
over the country. Both had a very inspiring effect and gave us a
wonderful send-off.
The campaign itself was an amazing success, and within a month
over £80,000 had been collected from a colony that was suffering
greatly from the economic blizzard which swept the world after 1929.
There is no more patriotic and generous community to be found any-
where than the British in Argentina. They proved it on that occasion;
they proved it in the last war; and they have proved it again in the
present one. English and Scotch, Irish and Welsh, they constitute
a not inconsiderable section of the cosmopolitan population of the
country, and they have played a part in its history and development
out of all proportion to their numbers, from the time of Canning and
the struggle for independence from Spain to the years of railway con-
struction, wheat, and chilled beef.
No country in South America has a greater future before it than
Argentina with its area of more than a million square miles and its
practically pure white population of over twelve millions. It has,
like Chile and Uruguay, no native or coloured problem to con-
tend with. Its basic element is, of course, Spanish, largely Basque,
though the vast stream of pre-war emigrants from Italy, till Mussolini
dammed it, has resulted in an Italian infusion which must by now form
at least a quarter of the population. Into this melting-pot has been
poured during the last hundred years a generous alloy of Anglo-
Saxon, Irish, German, Scandinavian, and other blood, and the ultimate
mixture which will result will be an Argentine people as distinct from
any of its component parts as will be the North Americans of the
U.SJL
The British Embassy itself was quite unworthy of its name. As it
happened, I gave only one large party there during the year and a half
that I was in Argentina—that was almost immediately after my arrival,
when I tried to entertain the British colony at Buenos Aires; and even
so, the reception-rooms were so inadequate (nor was there any garden)
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